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Priests of the
Institute of Charity BeHoLD, | AM THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD,

MAY ITBE DONE TO ME ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD.
LUKE 1:38

(Rosminians)

Pastor
Fr. Edison Bernavas, 1.C.

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Bibin Mathew, 1.C.
Deacon Dick Beaudry
Deacon Crispin Stout

Mass Schedule
Vigil Mass (Saturday):
4:30 p.m. (English)
6:30 p.m. (Spanish)

Sunday Masses:
6:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.

Rosary 35 minutes before
each weekend Mass

Weekday Masses:
Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Thursday: 6:30 p.m. (Spanish)
First Friday: 6:30 p.m.

FEucharistic Adoration

Monday thru Friday . -
After 8:00 Morning Mass to 4:00 p.m. ._ ‘ rOU
Sacrament of Reconciliation ' A g D E N I }
Saturday: 3:30 - 4:15 p.m. W,
First Friday: 7:30 a.m. g DECEMBER 20, 202€

or Anytime by Appointment with
Priest
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Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year B 2

Mass Intentions
for the Week

Saturday December 19
4:30 p.m. Intentions for the Parishioners of SFA
6:30 p.m. Spanish Mass
Sunday  December 20
8:30 a.m. TRobert Hutchens
by Soresian Hutchens
10:30 a.m.  tJane Mason
by Family
4:30 p.m. tMargaret Bauer
by Theresa Bauer
Monday  December 21
8:00 a.m. FWilliam Manck
by John & Dottie Mabe
Tuesday  December 22
8:00 a.m. TChuck Mulhern.
by Deirdre Bristol
Wednesday December 23
8:00 a.m. tPam Ellis
by Faith Formation Teachers
Thursday December 24
4:00 p.m. Betty Muley
By Sarah, Justin & Emily Novis
5:30 p.m. Intention for Ellie & Gus Trotto
by The McElhatten Family
7:30 p.m. Spanish Mass
11:30 p.m.  Intentions for the Parishioners of SFA
Friday  December 25
8:30 a.m. tEstella & Ray Morrow
by Billie Morrow
10:30 a.m.  Betty Muley
by José & Anne
Saturday December 26
4:30 p.m. Frank Subko
By Eileen Subko
6:30 p.m. Spanish Mass
Sunday  December 27
8:30 a.m. Intentions for the Parishioners of SFA
10:30 a.m.  fSalvador Nosce
by Chito & Maria
4:30 p.m. tPierre, Josette & Michael Casagrande

Fest In Peace

by José¢ & Anne

Eternal rest, grant unto them,
O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them.

May the souls of the faithful

departed through the mercy
of God rest in peace.
Amen.

IN THE CHARITY OF YOUR PRAYERS, please pray for those who are ill, homebound,
or confined Lo hospitals and nursing homes, especially for the following:
Dennis & Doreen Alfano, Pat Allen, Randall Allen-Krug, Helen
Bacovsin, Bonnie Beaudry, Carmen Blanco, Patsy Bourassa,
Brooke Butpera, Chelsea & Gravrila Brown, Dick Boelter, Dana
Calvani, Frances Calvani, Marie Casale, Rosemary Clamon
Katrina Crooks, Vaughn Crooks, Carmen Connors, Todd Davis,
Jim Decker, Kayla Dennis, Suzy Eisenhard Josie Frisco, Debbie
Fritz, Martha Fritz, Dennis Garcia, Mayra Garcia, Elsy Joseph,
Joseph Kordinak, Ethel Kotrady, Blanche Kosierowski, Rush
Limbaugh, Mary Little, Chuck Lloyd, Rosalina Mactal, Joseph
Martin, Dillon McDonald, Norman McKenzie, Bruce & Cathy
Meeks, Carleen & Jim Mingle, Billie Morrow, David Mueller,
Darrel Mummert, Gerry Murray, Iris Mussenden, Diania Niles,
Danny Newman, Wyatt Nowicki, Millie O’Brien, Diane Open-
lander, Michael Palmieri, Marylyn Pasden, Evie Preble, Einstein
Prenell, Mike & Eva Presley, Vincent Sciandra, Adalina Scime-
ca, Michelle Seals, Ed Shea & Family, Kristina Shea-Allen,
Andy Silva, Sue Soleau, Bernadette Suppa, Joe Suppa, Jr.,
Phyllis Suppa, Benny & Edwina Sylvester, Christy Torres,
Heather Trotto, Raul V., John Vicario, Joan Wagner, Tom
Watson, David Weddermann, Janice Weddermann, Robby
Weddermann, Loraine Wenner, Lorraine Welch, Taylor
White, Kurt Wicker, Donna Wiley, Mary Winiarski, Addy
Wright, John Yeninas, the Homebound and their Caregivers.
Monsignors Brendan Muldoon, William DuBois.

In repose of the souls of Jim Calvani, Rev. John Vakulskas,
Jim Miller, Catherine Mary Skidmore & Fr. John Massiello,
Melissa Musk, Joan Barrentine, Marlene Bingenheimer, Buddy
Chapman.

Please remember to call the parish office if you need to have
a name added to our prayer list. Names will remain on the
list for four weeks, unless otherwise specified, or they are
considered a long-term illness. Thank you for your support
and cooperation.

LORD,

Look upon me with eyes of mercy, may Your healing hand
rest upon me, may Your life-giving powers flow into every
cell of my body and into the depths of my soul, cleansing,
purifying, restoring me to wholeness and strength for service
in Your Kingdom. Amen.

Follow the Holy Father on Twitter!
Pope Francis is on Twitter! The Vatican uses '
Twitter as a way for the faithful to interact more | %/
closely with the Holy Father and is available in :
several different languages. Follow him at

www.twitter.com/pontifex as he shares his wisdom,

especia%
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From the Pastor-...
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

Through the eyes of faith, we see that God '
made us so that He could love us, and by us
returning that love, we experience more and
more of His. Love is at the core of our Christian faith;
love is at the core of our humanity; love is our drive and
our destiny. We were made to love and be loved in return.

Christmas is all about God’s coming to us in love so
that He and we can live in each other’s presence. God
fuses Himself into us so that He can reside within us...
within our very own lives. It is God’s intention to dwell
and abide in us. He Himself has first to come to us, so
that we can respond, and in our response, have the won-
der of God, Himself dwelling not just near us... but actu-
ally abiding within us. What an awesome wonder that is!

Our human response to God is initiated in the fiat of a
little, virgin girl, named Mary, living in a remote Hebrew
village named Nazareth.

The great wonder of it all is that in Jesus Christ, Who is
at once, both God and Mary’s son, each one of us can be
another Mary. Each one of us is now a temple not only of
God’s love but of God’s very life, living within us. Think
of it! Each one of you here is a sacred space. In each one
of you, others can sense the Presence of the Living God.

Like Mary, the living Presence of God, the Son, abides
within us, not just for our own sakes, but so that we, like
Mary, can give Him to the world around us.

This Christmas, I would encourage each of you to give
God a most precious gift — some of your time. Give Him
your undivided attention, a period of time, in which you
do nothing but open yourself up to His Presence. Even if
you think that nothing happens... something will happen.
We are all so concerned about what we must do, particu-
larly at a time when we’re so caught up in doing things.
The best thing we can do is to do nothing — do nothing
but simply be in God’s Presence.

I would like you to think of three good things about
you; three really good things. Then thank God individu-
ally and specifically for those three good things. They are
God’s gifts of love to you. Wouldn’t it be a nice gift to
give Him your gratitude? Wouldn’t that be a nice gift to
give Him for this Christmas?

When you’re with a friend, what do you want? Isn’t it
simply to be with your friend? We all know that being is
more important than doing; that is who we are that’s
more important to those who care for us than what we
accomplish. Well, that’s true with God, also.

God has gone to great lengths, unreasonable lengths, to
be your Friend. This Christmas, why not let Him?

I wish you all a blessed week ahead.

Fr. Edison Bernavas 1.C

Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi!

We extend a special welcome to all our
visitors and new parishioners who have
come to celebrate Mass with us today! If
you are new to our community, please
introduce yourself to our clergy. If you live in this area
and attend regularly, we invite you to join our parish of
St. Francis of Assisi. Registration is necessary for better
care of souls, more effective administration of sick calls,
and matters pertaining to baptism, education, marriage
and burial. Registration is very easy, and the cream
“Parish Registration” cards can be found in the pamphlet
holder above the table in the lobby. After completing,
please place it in the Parish Drop Box, located in the
door by the water fountain in the lobby.

@Veﬁcam?

Today’s Readings
First Reading

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16

When King David was settled in his palace, and the LORD
had given him rest from his enemies on every side, He said
to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living in a house of cedar,
while the ark of God dwells in a tent!”” Nathan answered the
king, “Go, do whatever you have in mind, for the Lord is
with you.” But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and
said: “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD:
Should you build me a house to dwell in?

““It was I who took you from the pasture and from the care
of the flock to be commander of my people Israel. 1 have
been with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed all
your enemies before you. And [ will make you famous like
the great ones of the earth. I will fix a place for my people
Israel; I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place
without further disturbance. Neither shall the wicked continue
to afflict them as they did of old, since the time I first
appointed judges over my people Israel. I will give you rest
from all your enemies. The LORD also reveals to you that
He will establish a house for you. And when your time
comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your
heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I will make his
kingdom firm. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a
son to me. Your house and your kingdom shall endure
forever before me; your throne shall stand firm forever.

Responsorial Psalm
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. (Psalm 89)

Second Reading
Romans 16:25-27

Brothers and sisters: To Him who can strengthen you, ac-
cording to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for
long ages but now manifested through the prophetic writings
and, according to the command of the eternal God, made
known to all nations to bring about the obedience of faith, to
the only wise God, through Jesus Christ be glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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Gospel Mass Schedule:
Luke 1:26-38 Public Masses will be held in the Sanctuary at 50% capacity (masks &

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named
Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was
Mary. And coming to her he said, “Hail, full of grace!
The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at
what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God.

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and
will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God
will give Him the throne of David His father, and he will
rule over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom
there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How
can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” And
the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. Therefore, the child to be born will be called holy,
the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,
has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the
sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing
will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am
the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy
sacrament. I love you above all things, and I desire to
receive You in my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive You Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You. Amen.

Ministries Schedule - December 26 & 27

Saturday - 4:30 p.m. Mass
Rosary Leader: Knights of Columbus
Altar Servers: Adult Volunteers
Lector: Steve Zendegui
E.M.H.C.: Angelo]J. & J.

Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Mass
Rosary Leader: Knights of Columbus
Altar Servers: Adult Volunteers
Lector: Sharon Belinski
E.M.H.C.: McCollum & McElhatten

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Mass
Rosary Leader: Knights of Columbus
Altar Servers: TBD
Lector: Kathy Carr
E.M.H.C.: Vass & Quintas

Sunday - 4:30 p.m. Mass
Rosary Leader: Knights of Columbus
Altar Servers: TBD
Lector: Volunteer needed
E.M.H.C.: Redgrave & Whitehead

Homebound E.M.H.C.
First Group: John & Dottie Mabe

Second Group: Anna Marie Gergen & Mary Pacheco
Third Group: Jose & Stephanie Puerto

hand sanitizer are encouraged).
Please leave one lo two seats between non-family members so we can
continue with social distancing.

Monday through Friday Morning English Masses at
8:00 a.m. with public attendance and Live Stream.
Thursday Evening 6:30 p.m. Spanish Mass with public
attendance and Live Stream.

Saturday Afternoon 4:30 p.m. English, 6:30 p.m. in
Spanish with public attendance and Live Stream.
Sunday 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. with public
attendance and Live Stream.

Facebook Live Mass Stream

Follow the Parish Facebook page “St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church” or click:
https://www.facebook.com/stfranciscc/

Reconciliation

Call the Parish office at (813) 681-9115 to schedule an
appointment with Fr. Edison or Fr. Bibin.

Dinner for the Needy

Dinner for the Needy will continue, unless told other-
wise, every Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. in the Dinner Hall.
The dinner will be served and distributed in to-go
boxes.

Knights of (olumbus Drawing Contest

Friendly reminder that the “Keep Christ in Christmas”
drawing contest sponsored by the Knights of Columbus is
open until December 15th! There will be 3 winners from
three different age groups and each will receive a $20 gift

card prize. For more information please contact Judy at
(813) 244-2853.

Eucharistic Adoration in Sanctuary

Monday - Friday..................... 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Legion of Mary

Tuesdays after 8:00 a.m. Mass.
Novena to Our Lady, Queen of Peace

Tuesdays after 8:00 a.m. Mass.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday..........ccooviiiiiiiinnnnn. 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
First Friday..........coooviiiiiiiiia, 7:30 a.m.
or anytime by appointment with priest.

Anointing of the Sick
For all those threatened by serious illness: available
anytime.

Baptisms
Contact parish office to receive required instruction.

Marriage
Contact office at least six months before desired date
and before setting date.

Business Office Hours
Monday - Friday ........................8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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This Week at St. Franeis
December 20 - December 26,

2020
Tuesday Legion of Mary 8:30 a.m.
December 22 R,om 112 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday  Dinner for the Needy 4:30 p.m.
December 23
Thursday Christmas Eve - Office Closed All day
December 24
Friday Christmas - Office Closed All Day

December 25

Bishop Gregory Parkes Evangelizes through Media

Did you know that Bishop Gregory Parkes is on YouTube,
he has a radio show, and he records a Sunday Gospel
reflection each week? This is one way he shares the hope of
Christ with thousands of people each week. You can hear
uplifting information about our Catholic community and
also learn more about what our faith teaches on relevant
topics. Take some time to connect more with your faith by
connecting with Bishop Parkes.

Visit www.BishopParkes.org to connect!

Volunteers Needed

We are in need of Rosary leaders and lectors for the
weekend masses. If you have a calling to help serve our
parish community, please contact the Parish office to
learn more about these ministries. Thank you for your
help and God Bless.

Pure Hearts

Those whose hearts are pure are the temples of the
Holy Spirit. ~St. Lucy

A (hristmas Prayer

Glory to God in the highest!

My precious Lord, Jesus, I adore You with profound love
and rejoice in the celebration of Your birth. Your love for
us is unfathomable, it is glorious transforming, awe-inspiring,
and deeply personal.

You chose to come and dwell among us, being born into
poverty, rejection and humility. Yet Your mother knew
whom she bore, Her heart was filled with the tenderest love
as she adored her Child and her God.

THE NATIVITY - A CHRISTMAS PRESENTATION

On Christmas Eve at 10:30 p.m., the Knights of Columbus
and the Music Ministry are co-hosting a presentation
about the life of Jesus narrated in the Gospels of Matthew
and Luke. Come and celebrate through meditation and
songs, the birthday of our Savior.

Anima Christi
Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds, hide me.
Separated from You, let me never be.
From the evil one, protect me.
At the hour of my death, call me.
And close to You, bid me.
That with Your saints and angels,
I may be praising You forever and ever.
Amen.

Prayer Against Coronavirus

Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, we ask
You to guard and protect us from
Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious
illnesses. For all that have died from it, have mercy;
for those that are ill now, bring healing.

For those searching for a remedy, enlighten them;
for medical caregivers helping the sick,
strengthen and shield them. For those working to
contain the spread, grant them success; for those
afraid, grant them peace. May Your Precious Blood
be our defense and salvation.

By Your grace, may You turn the evil of disease
into moments of consolation and hope.

May we always fear the contagion of sin more
than any illness.

We abandon ourselves to Your infinite Mercy.

Amen.

(oats for Kids ?

The Knights of Columbus have created o
a fundraising account to collect funds

to buy winter coats for children who do

not have them. Our goal is to obtain funds to buy coats
for at least 72 children in need. The money you donate
goes straight to the Knights of Columbus Charities, we
do not get any of the money, but it does count towards
the council when you donate. To donate please visit,
https://donate.kofccharities.org/team/331202.

Thank you for your support!

Parish Office (losed

On Thursday, December 24 and Friday, December
25, the Parish office will be closed in observance of
the Christmas Holiday. There will be no Eucharistic
Adoration during these days. We will resume normal
office hours Monday, December 28 at 8:30 a.m.

Merry Christmas
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Parish Ministries
Altar Servers

Judy Erlendsson................coooviiiiiiii 244-2853
Bible Study

Deacon Dick Beaudry............ccocoeviiiininini. 689-0769
Church Musician

Ramén Martos........cooeveiiiiiiiiiiiiniiin.. 334-3454
Clothing Pantry

Contact the Parish Office............................ 681-9115
Faith Formation

Judy Erlendsson...............ooooii 244-2853
Food Pantry

Parish Office........ccovviiiiiiiii, 681-9115
Eucharistic Ministers

Pam Caskey........ocuvenieiininiiniiiiiniiiia, 651-1165
Helping Hands

Dottie Mabe..........ccoveieiiiiiiin, 681-2421
Hispanic Religious Education

Flor Vazques...........cocoeviiiiiiiiiiiiinienn, 763-7219

Lucy Tirado........oveveiiiiiiii 766-6510
Hispanic Baptism Classes

Maria Elena Parrilla....................... 716-7325

Hispanic Homebound/Visitas para Ancianos y
Confinados en Casa
Hispanic Ministry Coordinator

Juanita Vega...........coooiiii 731-0893
Homebound/Nursing Home Visitation

Janet Ganske...........coooeviiiiiiiiiiiiii 943-9928
Knights of Columbus

Dave Jervey......c.coovveviiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 986-7686
Lectors

Bob Winiarski...............ooiiiiiii, 333-1976
Legion of Mary

Sharon Belinski................cooeviviiiiiin.. 951-0146
Respect Life

Carl Francis Kosierowski.......................... 546-9440
Rosary Leader

Deirdre Bristol ...........ooeviiiiiiiiiiin. 689-3121
RCIA

Steve & Sheila Zendegui.............ccovvinnnnn. 685-9864

Deacon Crispin Stout ..........c.cooeeiiiininnnn. 767-3620
Hispanic RCIA

Carlos Cervantes...........c.oevveviiieninininannn. 447-2411
Sacristans

Maria Ocampo..........coeuvenirieninaniiniiaennnns. 653-3011
Scouts

Kathy & Ted Domey.......................... 685-8242
Tender Care

Parish Office...........coooooiiiiiii i, 681-9115
Ushers

RonMullen..............ooooiviiiiiin.. 661-5983
Women of Faith

Dottie Mabe.............ooiviiiiiiiii 681-2421
Youth Ministry

Debbie VOOr.......coovvviiiiiiiiiiiin, 245-3294

Stewardship Reilections

In times of great difficulties scoffers taunt us, “Where is God?
Why hasn’t your Lord come to save you now?” And we of
faith respond much in the same way as Peter did in today’s
second reading: the “delay” of the Lord’s second coming is not
any type of punishment or failure to keep the divine promise,
but a loving sign of God’s patience. God is giving everyone the
chance to seek repentance. God does not make life more
difficult. Rather, God lessens our burdens as once before for
the Jewish exiles returning home to Judea after captivity in
Babylon. It was God who personally led them, making a
“straight highway” for them across the desert. We join with our
ancestors of faith, who hoped that they might see God’s
Chosen One before them and who eventually realized that the
Lord was also walking with them side by side.

Fourth Sunday of Avent

The child to be born will be called holy,
the Son of God.
~Luke 1:35

Parish Assistance Program

Your Life, your Faith, your Well-Being

Confidential counseling and support, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week.

You can call when you are
struggling with:

Anxiety and depression
Stress

Relationship issues
Family Issues

Grief & Loss

¢ Addictive behaviors
Confidential help is just a phone call away: (800) 878-5470
or email at: BayCareCAP@BayCare.org
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Please patronize the businesses that make our
bulletin possible. Thank You!

~ For the Week of December 6, 2020 ~

POOR BOX DONATIONS
$185.00
DINNER MINISTRY BOX DONATIONS
$211.00
Thanks to all who so generously support our Poor Box &

Dinner Ministry Collections. Because of your support, we are
able to help those in need. Thank you and God bless!!




My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we move through Advent towards Christmas, it is the
ideal time to ponder the season and reflect on what
Christmas really is for each of us. Of all the momentous
feast days and holidays we celebrate in life, it is rare to
find a more nostalgic, memory-filled, one than Christmas.

This profound marking-moment travels us back in time
to childhood, family, personal milestones, loves and losses.
Christmas can be a moment of the most profound and
valid human emotions. It may elicit the happiness of
family reunion or sadly, it may evoke sadness or loneliness.

As 2020 was a year of uncertainty; a time of firsts,
confusion and chaos, let’s not dwell on those memories;
instead, let us look forward to making this a Christ-filled
Christmas... one that celebrates the “joy to world”, that
the First Christmas heralded. So how do we begin?

This is usually the busiest time of the year for most of
us. We run around to food shop, gift shop and decorate
and bake. Everything is important. Where we gather, what
we wear, how we decorate...inside and outside; when we
eat, what we eat and giving the perfect gifts.

But, do we stop for a second to think what is most im-
portant in this time? It is Christ, Who was born for our
salvation. So... the bling is nice, but — as they say, “Jesus
is the reason for the season!”. Bringing Christ back into
Christmas is not simply about choosing different kinds of
Christmas cards, or of isolated moments of religious
experience within a secularized world; it is about under-
standing God more profoundly through becoming like
Jesus and spreading His selfless lifestyle in a self-centered
world.

So, this year, as we contemplate Christmas and the
Christ Child, lying in the manger, recognize the Gift in
this scene. God in His excessive love for us gifted us
with His Son.... His only Son. This Gift, this self-giving
gift, Jesus, is the door to eternal life and to unending,
indescribable happiness in heaven.

So, let us understand the true meaning of giving...it is
the giving of self. So, let’s do it. Try to find time to be
with your parents and/or grandparents; spend some quality
time on the phone, re-connecting with far-away friends
and family. Why not visit or ‘face time’ someone in a
nursing home or assisted-living...or bring them or a lonely
neighbor some home-made baked goods?

And for me, as your pastor, I thank you for the gift of
‘you’ and the dedication and hard work you have done for
us throughout the year. In a special way, I would like to
express my appreciation for those working in our different
ministries and organizations, which give sparkle to the
life of our parish.

On behalf of Fr. Bibin, and the entire staff at St. Francis
of Assisi, | extend to you my sincerest wishes for a

Blessed and Joyous Christmas and for every Blessing in
the New Year 2021.

Fr. Edison Bernavas I.C

Oh sweet Child of Bethlehem, grant that we
may share with all our hearts in this
profound mystery of Christmas. Put into the
hearts of men and women this peace for
which they sometimes seek so desperately
and which You alone can give to them. Help
them to know one another better, and to live
as brothers and sisters, children of the same
Father. Reveal to them also Your beauty,
holiness, and purity. Awaken in their hearts
love and gratitude for Your infinite
goodness. Join them all together in your
love. And give us
your heavenly peace.

Amen.

—Pope John XXIII




Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,

A medida que avanzamos en el Adviento hacia la
Navidad, es el momento ideal para reflexionar sobre la
temporada y sobre lo que realmente es la Navidad para
cada uno de nosotros. De todas las fiestas y dias festivos
trascendentales que celebramos en la vida, es raro encontrar
uno mas nostalgico y lleno de recuerdos que la Navidad.
Este profundo momento marcado nos transporta en el
tiempo a la infancia, la familia, las barreras personales, los
amores y las pérdidas. La Navidad puede ser un momento
de emociones humanas mas profundas y validas. Puede
provocar la felicidad de la reunion familiar o tristemente
puede evocar desconsuelo o soledad.

El 2020 fue un afio de incertidumbre; una época de
primicias, confusion y caos, no nos detengamos en esos
recuerdos; en cambio, esperemos hacer de esta una
Navidad llena de Cristo... una que celebre la “alegria del
mundo”, como anuncié la Primera Navidad. Entonces,
{,coOmo empezamos?

Esta suele ser la época mas ocupada del afio para la
mayoria de nosotros. Corremos al supermercado, a la
tienda de regalos, decoramos y horneamos. Todo es
importante. Donde nos reunimos, qué vestimos, cOmo
decoramos... por dentro y por fuera; cuando comemos, lo
que comemos y dando los regalos perfectos.

Pero ;nos detenemos un segundo a pensar qué es lo mas
importante en este momento? Es Cristo, que nacid para
nuestra salvacion. Entonces... todo es lindo, pero - como
dicen - “jJesus es la razon de la temporada!”. Integrar a
Cristo a la Navidad no se trata simplemente de elegir
diferentes tipos de tarjetas navidefias o de momentos
aislados de experiencias religiosas dentro de un mundo
secularizado; se trata de comprender a Dios mas
profundamente a través de llegar a ser como Jests y
difundir Su estilo de vida desinteresado en un mundo
egocéntrico.

Entonces, este afio, mientras contemplamos la Navidad
y al bebé Jesus, acostado en el pesebre, reconozcamos el
Don en esta escena. Dios, en su excesivo amor por
nosotros, nos regalo a su Hijo.... Su tinico Hijo. Este
Regalo, esta ofrenda de auto entrega, Jesus, es la puerta a
la vida eterna y a la felicidad indescriptible e interminable
en el cielo.

Por lo tanto, entendamos el verdadero significado de
dar... es el darse uno mismo. Hagamoslo. Tratemos de
encontrar tiempo para estar con nuestros padres y/o
abuelos; pase un rato agradable con ellos en el teléfono,
reconectandose con amigos y familiares que estan lejos de
nosotros. (Por qué no visitar o hacer una video llamada a
alguien que se encuentre en un asilo de ancianos o en un
centro de vida asistida... o que tal llevarle a un vecino que
esté solo algunas galletitas o panecillos horneados en casa?

Y yo como su Parroco, agradezco a ustedes por ser un
regalo para nosotros, por su dedicacion y el arduo trabajo
que han realizado durante todo el aflo. De manera especial,
me gustaria expresar mi agradecimiento a quienes trabajan
en nuestros diferentes ministerios y organizaciones, que dan
brillo a la vida de nuestra parroquia.

En nombre del Padre Bibin, y de todo el personal de San
Francisco de Asis, les hago llegar mis mas sinceros deseos
de una Feliz Navidad y muchas bendiciones en el Afio
Nuevo.

Parroco, Edison Bernavas 1.C

Dulce Nifio de Belén, haz que penetremos
con toda el alma en este profundo
misterio de la Navidad. Pon en el corazon
de los hombres esa paz que buscan, a ve-
ces con tanta violencia, y que Tu s6lo
puedes dar. Ayudales a conocerse mejor
y a vivir fraternalmente como hijos del
mismo Padre.

Descubreles también Tu hermosura, Tu
santidad y Tu pureza. Despierta en su
corazén el amor y la gratitud a Tu infinita
bondad. Unelos en Tu caridad. Y danos a
todos, Tu celeste paz. Amén.

—Papa Juan XXIII
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Desde el Escritorio del Parroco
Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo:

A través de los ojos de la fe, vemos que
Dios nos hizo para que pudiera amarnos, y al
devolvernos ese amor, experimentamos mas y

i

mas de El. El amor es el centro de nuestra fe cristiana; el
amor esta en el centro de nuestra humanidad; el amor es
nuestro impulso y nuestro destino. Fuimos hechos para amar
y ser amados.

La Navidad se trata de que Dios venga a nosotros en amor
para que El y nosotros podamos vivir en la presencia del otro.
Dios se fusiona en nosotros para que pueda residir en noso-
tros... dentro de nuestras propias vidas. La intencion de Dios
€s morar y permanecer en nosotros. El mismo tiene que
venir primero a nosotros, para que podamos
responder, y en nuestra respuesta, tener la maravilla de Dios,
El mismo habitando no so6lo cerca de nosotros... sino que en
realidad permanece dentro de nosotros. jQué maravilla!

Nuestra respuesta humana a Dios se inicia en el mandato de
una joven virgen, llamada Maria, que vive en una remota
aldea hebrea llamada Nazaret.

La gran maravilla de todo esto es que en Jesucristo, que es
a la vez Dios y el hijo de Maria, cada uno de nosotros puede
ser otra Maria. Cada uno de nosotros es ahora un templo no
solo del amor de Dios sino de la vida misma de Dios, que
vive dentro de nosotros. jPiénsalo! Cada uno de nosotros es
un espacio  sagrado. En cada uno de nosotros, los demas
pueden sentir la Presencia del Dios Viviente. Como Maria,
la Presencia viva de Dios Hijo, habita en nosotros, no sélo
por nosotros mismos, sino para que, como Maria, podamos
entregarlo al mundo que nos rodea.

Esta Navidad, los animo a cada uno de ustedes a que le den
a Dios el regalo mas preciado: algo de su tiempo. Dale toda
tu atencion, un periodo de tiempo en el que no hagas nada
mas que abrirte a Su Presencia. Incluso si piensas que no
pasa nada ... algo pasard. Todos estamos muy preocupados
por lo que debemos hacer, especialmente en un momento
en el que estamos tan absortos en hacer las cosas. Lo mejor
que podemos hacer es no hacer nada, no hacer nada mas que
simplemente estar en la Presencia de Dios.

Me gustaria que pensaras en tres cosas buenas de ti; tres
cosas realmente buenas. Luego agradécele a Dios individual
y especificamente por esas tres cosas buenas. Son los regalos
de amor de Dios para ti. ;{No seria un buen regalo darle tu
gratitud? ;No seria un buen regalo para dar esta Navidad?

Cuando estas con un amigo, ;qué quieres? /No es
simplemente estar con tu amigo? Todos sabemos que ser es
mas importante que hacer. Quienes somos, no lo que podemos
lograr es lo mas importante, para quienes se preocupan por
nosotros. Bueno, eso también es cierto con Dios. Dios ha
hecho todo lo posible, lo poco razonable, para ser tu Amigo.
En esta Navidad, ;por qué no dejarlo?

Les deseo a todos una feliz semana.

Parroco, Edison Bernavas 1.C

Bienvenidos a San Francisco de Asis! TIEECN
Les damos una especial bienvenida a todos
los visitantes y nuevos feligreses que han >
venido hoy a celebrar la Misa con nosotros.

Si usted es nuevo en nuestra comunidad, Bienvenido! Si
vive en esta area y participa de la Misa regularmente, le
invitamos a unirse a nuestra parroquia. Registrarse es
importante para asuntos de bautizo, primera comunion,
confirmacion, uncion de los enfermos y funerales.

La inscripcion es muy facil. Los formularios se
encuentran a la entrada de la parroquia. Son unas tarjetas
de color crema con el titulo “Registro Parroquial”.
Después de completarla, coloquela en el buzon ubicado en
la puerta al lado de la fuente de agua.

Lecturas de Hoy
Primera Lectura
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16

Tan pronto como el rey David se instal6 en su palacio y el
Sefior le concedid descansar de todos los enemigos que lo
rodeaban, el rey dijo al profeta Natan: “Te has dado cuenta de
que yo vivo en una mansion de cedro, mientras el arca de
Dios sigue alojada en una tienda de campafia?”’ Natén le res-
pondid: “Anda y haz todo lo que te dicte el corazon, porque el
Sefior esta contigo.

Aquella misma noche habl6 el Sefior a Natan y le dijo: “Ve
y dile a mi siervo David que el Sefior le manda decir esto:
(Piensas que vas a ser tu el que construya una casa, para que
yo habite en ella? Yo te saqué de los apriscos y de andar tras
las ovejas, para que fueras el jefe de mi pueblo, Israel. Yo
estaré contigo en todo lo que emprendas, acabaré con tus
enemigos y te haré tan famoso como los hombres més famo-
sos de la tierra.

Le asignaré un lugar a mi pueblo, Israel; lo plantaré alli para
que habite en su propia tierra. Vivira tranquilo y sus enemigos
ya no lo oprimirdn mas, como lo han venido haciendo desde
los tiempos en que estableci jueces para gobernar a mi pueblo,
Israel. Y ati, David, te haré descansar de todos tus enemigos.

Ademas, yo, el Sefior, te hago saber que te daré una dinastia;
y cuando tus dias se hayan cumplido y descanses para siempre
con tus padres, engrandeceré a tu hijo, sangre de tu sangre, y
consolidaré su reino. Yo seré para el un padre y el serd para
mi un hijo. Tu casa y tu reino permaneceran para siempre ante
mi, y tu trono sera estable eternamente”.

Salmo Responsorial

R. Proclamaré sin cesar la misericordia del Sefior
(Salmo 88, 2-3.4-5, 27 y 29).

Segunda Lectura
Romanos 16, 25-27

Hermanos: A aquel que puede darles fuerzas para cumplir
el Evangelio que yo he proclamado, predicando a Cristo,
conforme a la revelacion del misterio, mantenido en secreto
durante siglos, y que ahora, en cumplimiento del designio
eterno de Dios, ha quedado manifestado por las Sagradas
Escrituras, para atraer a todas las naciones a la obediencia de
la fe, al Dios tUnico, infinitamente sabio, démosle gloria, por
Jesucristo, para siempre. Amén
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Evangelio
Lucas 1:26-38

En aquel tiempo, el angel Gabriel fue enviado por Dios a
una ciudad de Galilea, llamada Nazaret, a una virgen des-
posada con un varon de la estirpe de David, llamado José.
La virgen se llamaba Maria.

Entro el angel a donde ella estaba y le dijo: “Alégrate,
llena de gracia, el Sefior esta contigo”. Al oir estas palabras,
ella se preocup6 mucho y se preguntaba que queria decir
este saludo.

El angel le dijo: “No temas, Maria, porque has hallada
gracia ante Dios. Vas a concebir y a dar a luz un hijo y le
pondras por nombre Jesus. El sera grande y sera llamado
Hijo del Altisimo; el Sefior Dios le dara el trono de David,
su padre, y el reinara sobre la casa de Jacob por los siglos y
su reinado no tendra fin. Maria le dijo entonces al angel:
“Como podra ser esto, puesto que yo permanezco virgen?”
El angel le contesto: “El Espiritu Santo descendera sobre ti
y el poder del Altisimo te cubrira con su sombra. Por eso,
el Santo que va a nacer de ti, serd llamado Hijo de Dios.
Ahi tienes a tu parienta Isabel, que a pesar de su vejez, ha
concebido un hijo y ya va en el sexto mes la que llamaban
estéril, porque no hay nada imposible para Dios”. Maria
contesto: “Yo soy la esclava del Sefior, camplase en mi lo
que me has dicho”. Y el angel se retiro de su presencia.

Oracion para la Comunion Espiritual

Jesus mio, creo que estas presente en el Santisimo
Sacramento. Te amo por encima de todas las cosas y
deseo recibirte en mi alma. Como en este momento no
puedo recibirte sacramentalmente , entra al menos
espiritualmente en mi corazon. Te abrazo como si ya
estuvieras alli y me uno completamente a Ti. Nunca
permitas que me separe de Ti. Amen.

Invocacion a Nuestro Santisimo Redentor
Alma de Cristo - Anima Christi

Alma de Cristo, santificame.
Cuerpo de Cristo, salvame.

Sangre de Cristo, embridgame.
Agua del costado de Cristo, lavame.
Pasion de Cristo, confortame.

iOh buen Jesus!, oyeme.

Dentro de tus llagas, escondeme.
No permitas que me aparte de ti.
Del enemigo malo, defiéndeme.

A la hora de mi muerte, llamame.

Y mandame ir a ti, para que con tus
santos te alabe, por los siglos de los siglos.
Amén.

Horario de oficina parroquial

La oficina permanecera abierta durante el horario
regular de 8:30 a.m. a 4:00 p.m. y continuara sirviendo
almuerzo para los necesitados. Favor de tocar el
timbre en la puerta principal y alguien le abrira.

LA NATIVIDAD - UNA HISTORIA DE NAVIDAD
En Nochebuena a las 10:30
P.M., los Caballeros de Colén,
junto con, el Ministerio de Musica
de San Francisco de Asis presentaran
la vida de Jesus narrada en los
Envangelios de Mateo y Lucas.
Vengan a celebrar con nosotros,
con canticos y meditaciones el
cumpleafios de nuestro Sefior
Jesucristo, Salvador del mundo.

Abrigos para nifios Necesitados
Ayddanos a Ayudar

Los Caballeros de Colon han creado una cuenta de
recaudacion de fondos a fin de comprar abrigos de
invierno para, por lo menos, 72 nifios necesitados.

Tu donacion va directamente a nuestra organizacion
benéfica de los Caballeros de Colon. Mas informa-
cion en las proximas semanas.

jGracias por tu apoyo!

Adoracion Eucaristica:
Lunes - Viernes...............c......... 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Legion de Maria:
Martes después de la Misa de 8:00 a.m. (Inglés)

Novena a Nuestra Sefiora, Reina de la Paz:
Martes después de la Misa de 8:00 a.m. (Inglés)

Sacramento de Reconciliacion:
Jueves ...l 6.00 p.m.— 6:30 p.m. (Espafiol)
Sabado ......cooiiii 5.30 p.m. (Espaiol)
O a cualquier hora haciendo cita con el Sacerdote.

Uncion de los Enfermos:
Confiere al cristiano una gracia especial para enfrentar
las dificultades propias de una enfermedad grave o vejez.
Este Sacramento esta disponible en cualquier momento.

Bautismo:
Por favor comuniquese con Maria Elena Parrilla.

Matrimonio
Llame a la oficina de la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes de la fecha deseada.

Horas de Oficina:

Lunes - Viernes 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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EN LA CARIDAD DE SUS ORACIONES, por favor oren por aquellos que estan
enfermos en su casa o confinados en hospitales y hogares para ancia-

nos, especialmente por las siguientes personas:

Dennis & Doreen Alfano, Pat Allen, Randall Allen-Krug, Helen
Bacovsin, Bonnie Beaudry, Diane Benn, Carmen Blanco, Patsy
Bourassa, Brooke Butpera, Chelsea & Gravrila Brown, Dick
Boelter, Dana Calvani, Frances Calvani, Marie Casale, Buddy
Chapman, Rosemary Clamon Katrina Crooks, Vaughn Crooks,
Carmen Connors, Todd Davis, Jim Decker, Kayla Dennis, Suzy
Eisenhard Josie Frisco, Debbie Fritz, Martha Fritz, Dennis Gar-
cia, Mayra Garcia, Joseph Kordinak, Ethel Kotrady, Blanche
Kosierowski, Rush Limbaugh, Mary Little, Chuck Lloyd, Rosa-
lina Mactal, Joseph Martin, Dillon McDonald, Norman McKen-
zie, Bruce & Cathy Meeks, Carleen & Jim Mingle, Billie Morrow,
David Mueller, Darrel Mummert, Gerry Murray, Iris Mussenden,
Diania Niles, Danny Newman, Wyatt Nowicki, Millie O’Brien,
Diane Openlander, Michael Palmieri, Marylyn Pasden, Evie Pre-
ble, Einstein Prenell, Mike & Eva Presley, Vincent Sciandra, Ada-
lina Scimeca, Michelle Seals, Ed Shea & Family, Kristina Shea-
Allen, Andy Silva, Sue Soleau, Bernadette Suppa, Joe Suppa,
Jr., Phyllis Suppa, Benny & Edwina Sylvester, Christy Torres,
Heather Trotto, Raul V., John Vicario, Joan Wagner, Tom
Watson, David Weddermann, Janice Weddermann, Robby
Weddermann, Loraine Wenner, Lorraine Welch, Taylor White,
Kurt Wicker, Donna Wiley, Mary Winiarski, Addy Wright,
John Yeninas, the Homebound and their Caregivers. Mon-
signors Brendan Muldoon, William DuBois, Anton Dechering,
Father Rick Pilger & Dr. Frederick Brown.

Recuerda llamar a la oficina si necesita afiadir el nombre
de un familiar a la lista de oraciones. Los nombres se
mantendran en esta lista por cuatro semanas, a menos
que usted nos indique que es una enfermedad a largo
tiempo. Gracias por su apoyo y colaboracion.

Oramos por las personas que estan luchando con
alguna enfermedad. Sefior, pasa tu mano sanadora
sobre ellas, y libralas del sufrimiento, concédeles una

pronta recuperacion, fortaleza y cuidado mientras se

sanan. Gracias en el nombre de Jesus, Amén

(uarto Domingo de Adviento

El Santo, que va a nacer de ti,
sera llamado Hijo de Dios.
~Lucas 1:35

Sobres para la Oirenda

JPor qué es tan importante usar los sobres del
ofertorio? El uso regular de sobres nos ayudara cuando
llegue el momento de la preparacion sacramental, como
parejas que desean casarse, padres que desean bautizar a
un hijo, certificados de patrocinio para sacramentos y
cartas de permiso especial para bautizos y matrimonios.
Ademas, las declaraciones de contribucion para donaciones
monetarias solo pueden emitirse a aquellos feligreses que
usan sus sobres. Utilice su sobre, VACIO o con su ofren-
da, cada vez que asista a Misa. Coldquelos en la canasta
del ofertorio para que se pueda registrar su asistencia.
(Sabia que solo aproximadamente el 35% de los feligreses
registrados usan sus sobres cada semana? jNo olvide usar
sus sobres para asegurarse de ser contado! Si no esta
seguro de estar registrado pregunte en la oficina.

Unase a nuesira comunidad en linea FORMED

Como miembro de la comunidad FORMED, tendra acceso
a peliculas, charlas de audio inspiradoras, estudios biblicos
informativos y mucho mas. La parroquia de San Francisco
de Asis esta proporcionando este recurso de forma gratuita
para ayudar a nuestros miembros a aprender y crecer en su
fe. Asi que por favor unete a nosotros. Para registrarse
GRATIS, visitenos aqui: https://stfranciscc.formed.org y
use el Codigo Parroquial: Y499KR.

(orazones Puros

Aquellos cuyos corazones son puros, son el Templo del
Espiritu Santo.

~Santa Lucia

Oracion al Nacimiento de Jesus

Dios acababa de dar a la tierra un Salvador y en los bra-
zos de Maria, los Angeles adoran al Verbo encarnado.

iQue leccion para nuestra fe! El tiempo no disminuye
la profundidad del misterio; los siglos pasan por delante
de este pesebre bendito, el cual nos conserva y nos
transmite el recuerdo del nacimiento de Jesucristo;
sublime y encantadora prueba del amor de Dios hacia
nosotros!

Si nosotros no podemos olvidar a nuestras madres, a
nuestras familias, a nuestra patria, no olvidemos al que ha
nacido para salvarnos.

La Parroquia estara cerrada

La oficina estara cerrada el Jueves, 24 de Diciembre y el
Viernes, 25 de Diciembre en conmemoracion a las Fiestas
Navidenas. No habra Adoracion al Santisimo en estos
dias. Reanudaremos nuestras labores el Lunes, 28 de
Diciembre a las 8:30 a.m.

[Feliz Navidad]
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